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COURSE DESCRIPTION and OBJECTIVES
The course will introduce students to the skills and steps of clinical interviewing. The course will also familiarize students with basic psychology skills such as non-judgementality, compassion, empathy and attunement.  
LEARNING OUTCOMES

1) To be introduced to the concepts of non-judgementality, empathy, compassion and attunement.

2) Becoming familiar with the procedures of a clinical first interview
COURSE FORMAT
The format will be both lecture and discussion. Lectures will follow the textbook. One slot of the course will be entirely discussion. One or two discussion questions will be submitted before the lecture. Students are expected to read and think on the discussion-thought question prior to class, and attend to the class hour ready to discuss. 
COURSE SCHEDULE 
	Date
	Topic
	Readings
Textbook chapters

	September 29
	Introduction to Clinical Interviewing

	Chapter 1

	October 6
	Preparations and Foundations of Clinical Interviewing
	Chapter 2

	October 13
	An Overview of the Interview Process
	Chapter 3

	October 20
	Nondirective Listening Skills
	Chapter 4

	October 27
	Directive Listening Skills
	Chapter 5

	November 3
	Skills for Directing Clients towards Action
	Chapter 6

	November 10


	Midterm
	

	November 17
	Evidence-Based Relationships
	Chapter 7

	November 24
	Intake Interviewing and Report Writing
	Chapter 8

	December 1
	The Mental Status Examination
	Chapter 9

	December 8
	Suicide Assessment
	Chapter 10

	December 15
	Diagnosis and Treatment Planning
	Chapter 11

	December 22
	Challenging Clients and Demanding Situations
	Chapter 12


TEXT BOOK
Sommers-Flanagan, J., & Sommers-Flanagan, R. (2017). Clinical Interviewing 6th Ed). Hoboken, NJ: Wiley.

COURSE EVALUATION

Exams: There will be a midterm and a final exam. Format of the exams will comprise multiple choice questions. The final exam will be cumulative.
Students who fail to show up for the exams indicated in the Syllabus without a valid-documented excuse and not taking the make-up examinations for such exams will receive N/A as their final grade. 
Term paper: Requirements will be discussed in class. Students are expected to write a 5-6 pages reflection paper based on an academic research article. You may choose any of the topics of covered in class. Cite references that you use for direct quotations and for factual material. Use APA format while doing citations. Your paper should be written in Times New Roman 12 and with double-spaced. 
Class discussions: Active participation to class discussions will positively affect your overall success in this course. 
Your grade will be based on the following:

Midterm


30 %
 
Term paper




30 %
Final Exam


40 %
A     90-100           C-    55-59

A-    85-89 

D+   50-54

B+    80-84 

D     45-49

B     75-79 

F      0-44
B-    70-74

C+    65-69

C      60-64

